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Introduction
Every year, thousands of Westchester County residents enjoy the County’s extensive park system, from
beaches on the Hudson River and Long Island Sound to mountain lakes and urban swimming pools. 
Since its inception almost 90 years ago, the County park system has developed into one of the premier
county systems in the nation.  Yet, few realize that Westchester built the nation’s first system of parks
linked by parkways.  This ambitious plan was inspired by America’s new attitude toward leisure and was
executed by visionary leaders.

Recognizing the need to continue this commitment to maintaining the same excellent level of service of
recreation into the 21st century that the citizens of the County have come to expect, Westchester County
Parks Recreation & Conservation (WCPRC), together with Vollmer Associates and a team of sub-
consultants: Arthur Andersen, Beyer Blinder Belle and Carol Johnson Associates,  prepared the first phase
of a two phase planning process that develops a Strategic Plan which will guide the development,
management and preservation of County park facilities. Phase Two of the master plan study will provide
short term individual park master plan solutions and long range county-wide planning objectives and
policy. A Steering Committee was established to support the project team in  identifying key issues and
concerns.   The Committee was comprised of representatives of the Parks, Planning and Public Works
Departments as well as representatives from the County Executive’s Office and other recreational and park
groups. 

Goals and Objectives of the Master Plan
The County’s goals and objectives for this planning project included:
• The preparation of a comprehensive inventory and analysis of all existing parks;
• The identification of needs, options and priorities for the Department’s future operation of its

parklands;
• The analysis of present and future operating and capital budgets;
• The development of a Master Plan with maximum public input including municipal parks and

planning professionals; and
• Formatting project plans for incorporation into a future GIS databank for all County parks in order

to assist with their on-going development and stewardship.

To achieve these goals, the project was divided into two phases of grouped tasks:  Phase I - Information
Gathering,  Needs Assessment, and Initial Findings; and Phase II - Synthesis, Solutions and Final
Recommendations.  Phase I of the study is divided into two parts: inventory and information gathering and
assessments and projections. Within the first phase are two major tasks: park, recreation and facility planning
and financial planning.

Benchmarking
Part of the Master Plan process was to gather information about comparable counties in the Metro New
York area and to analyze how Westchester County is doing in the field of recreation.  The counties of
Bergen and Morris in New Jersey along with Montgomery in Pennsylvania were selected.   Westchester
County has the largest number of parks (44) and is the only system that provides County pools (7) for use
by residents.  Of all the counties, the Westchester County Parks system offers the widest variety of
recreational activities to its residents.
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The most marked differences between Westchester and the other counties is revealed in Table V-III of the
report representing the parks’ budget comparison.  In 1997, Westchester County devoted the highest
percentage of its total budget for salary and wages, 87.6 percent, while Montgomery County, PA devoted
less than half, or 40.4 percent.  The 44 parks in the Westchester County System require greater allocation
of dollars for staff, while the seven in Montgomery County require less staff and therefore fewer dollars.
 However, the total operating budget for Westchester County, at $47 million, is more than nine times that
of Montgomery County at $5 million.  This kind of comparison, identifying similarities and differences,
provides insight into the operations of other counties and help underpin the foundation for the
recommendations phase of the Master Plan process.

Growth Opportunities
The Westchester County System has an extensive history and legacy, which results in its positive image.  The
system also benefits from its location in a large suburban/urban county, which has a high national profile.
 The profile includes positive demographic features such as income and recreation expenditures growth. 
Additionally, the parks have the advantage of excellent access by various means of transportation. The
significance of this finding is that to the extent WCPRC needs to capture a larger market, diversify the parks’
utilization, and increase “earned income”, the “product” - a highly respected parks system - is well known and
has a positive image. Park utilization has increased, reflective both of current and projected trends in the
demand for parks.  For example, attendance at County Parks has increased approximately 10% from 1.77
million visitors in 1991 to 1.94 million in 1995.

Financial Summary/ Potential New Revenue Sources
The Westchester County Parks system has significant new revenue potential.  That potential comes not only
from the development of a new golf course and a new aquatic center (for which demand is clear), but also
from reconfiguring existing fee structures and their application, as well as the development of new park uses
and the reuse of under-utilized facilities.

New or additional revenue generators have significant potential for the County Parks system and that
potential is considered and planned for within the context of a balance between park use by residents and the
traditional fees (and taxes) paid by residents.  The process of planning for and implementing new revenue
generators must respect traditional park use, yet make accommodations for park growth by users and uses,
on-going park maintenance which respects future park use into the 21st century, and declining public dollars.
The potential for additional receipts revenues can be grouped into two categories: existing and future park
uses. Additionally, a flat fee, similar to other county systems, to replace parking and per-use fees may be
implemented, as it offers a straight-forward revenue strategy and may, because of its ease of usage and broad-
based understanding, offer a basis for further analysis. For marketing purposes, it also offers a unique way of
attracting new and repeat usage. Careful monitoring of revenues to assure no loss in overall earned income
will be required.

Recreational User Preference Survey Summary
The Westchester County Department of Planning and the Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation
have worked together in studying the recreational activities, needs and preferences of county residents.
Recreational surveys have been conducted in 1960, 1971, 1986 and 1996. In the summer of 1996, a survey
questionnaire was mailed to a random sample of 5,000 county households. Geographic distribution of sample
respondent households in the 1996 survey is comparable to 1990 Census distribution of households county
wide.
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Information relating to popular recreational activities, familiarity and visitation discrepancies, park visitation,
use of public facilities, user demand, user fee preference and special event attendance was obtained.
Comparisons with the 1986 survey results were made to give a sense of how the recreational patterns and
needs of county residents have changed over the past decade. The analysis of the data collected is summarized
below:

Leading Sports and Recreational Activities

Rank 1996 1986

1 walking/jogging 62.1 swimming 58.1

2 swimming 51.8 picnicking 39.7

3 bicycling 45.3 music/drama 38.9

4 historic sites/museums 40.8 bicycling 34.2

5 cultural performances 40.0 walking program 33.0

6 picnicking 33.9 tennis 31.2

7 golf 30.1 skiing 25.8

8 tennis 27.7 fishing 24.6

9 playground (kids) 25.1 golf 24.5

10 ice skating/hockey 24.7 baseball/softball 24.0

There is a relationship between a respondent’s residence and their knowledge of parks and facilities in a
particular location. The survey discovered that there is a notable gap, about 10-30 percentage points,
between familiarity with and visitation of the facilities within the system, indicating an additional potential
or capacity for increased attendance. There is a need to raise the familiarity level of many parks individually
and the County park system as a whole.

Master Plan Recommendations
The purpose of Phase II will be to develop specific solutions to short-term needs and outline a long-range
plan and policy for future open space recreational needs.  The Phase I Report concluded with a summary of
all background data obtained in the survey and inventory section, the summary analysis of that data, the
results of the financial models and specific course of action proposals identified as “Next Steps” to direct the
Phase II portion of the work.  These recommendations are based on projections of future demographics,
growth patterns, spending patterns and revenue projections.  These are practical guidelines to support and
direct the future development, management and preservation of recreational parks.

From the Phase I Report, the top six recommendations are briefly discussed below:

1. Park Preservation and Stewardship: The legacy of Westchester County Parks has been built on
preserving natural landscapes and open space.  Based on public meeting responses, meetings with
Friends Groups and consistent with the County’s mission statement, clearly the vigilant preservation
of all the habitats, built facilities, unique environments and natural beauty of the County’s parklands
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must be the Department’s number one priority; also Infrastructure Improvements including
upgrades and rehabilitation of existing utilities and roads; and Facility Improvements of the
prioritized list of existing parks, landscapes and buildings.

2. Economic Studies of major revenue generators and their primary and secondary impacts.

3. Park Linkages: The 1996 Residents Recreation Preference Survey ranked walking/jogging as the
number one  activity and Bicycling as the number three activity of Westchester County residents.
These strong results coupled with the clear indication that these activities will remain popular into the
future demonstrate the need for expanding the County’s Trailway system.  

4. Swimming:  Because swimming received a high rank in the user surveys, public meeting input and
comments from town and municipal park departments, it  has been identified as a priority “need” in
Westchester County.

5. Marketing Program: A comprehensive marketing program should be designed to encourage
additional overall park use by County residents and increase usage of under-utilized parks and parks
activities.  Additional usage will aid in the continued recognition of the parks system and increase
annual revenues for the system.  Since economic and demographic growth are solid market indicators
for increased park use of all types, the aggressive, comprehensive marketing program must be able
to capture that potential usage.

6. Golf: Based on strong public meeting responses, the Residential Recreation Preference Survey
responses,  and results from a National Golf Foundation survey that documents an unmet demand
in the County of some 400,000 rounds of public golf per year, the County should clearly provide more
public golf.   In addition, golf benefits the entire system because it is a  significant revenue generator
that can fund other park programs. Because the demand for golf remains unabated and seemingly will
continue that way for some time, it is strongly recommended that the County undertake site feasibility
studies for the construction of several new full sized and  executive style courses with teaching
stations. 

The remaining eight recommendations are listed below:

7. A Master Plan for Playland including the phased accomodation of historic facilities with new
amusements, upgraded access and parking as well as adaptive reuse potentials;

8. Individual Park Master Plans developed for parks with critical needs;
9. Natural Resource Inventory/Environmental Studies including biodiversity and carrying capacity

analyses;
10. Historic Resource Inventory/Preservation Studies: documentation  and eligibility for National

Register;
11. Geographic Information Systems as a management tool for projecting future needs;
12. ADA Compliance survey of all structures and paths;
13. Interpretative Plans for the entire park system and five parks with historic buildings;
14. Parkland Acquisition of unique, fragile, waterfront or linking parcels between parks.



INTRODUCTION

Chapter I I - 1

A. Mission Statement

The Westchester County Parks Mission Statement is as follows:

The Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation is committed to preserving the
16,000 acres of parkland that has been entrusted to our care for future generations and procuring new properties
as they become available.  Equally important is our duty to provide programs and services, designed and
constantly updated to meet the ever-changing recreation and leisure needs of the Westchester community, while
practicing a sound conservation ethic.

Because of the widely varied background and long history of recreation interest from a wide section
of the residents in Westchester County, the first task of this current Master Plan effort was to establish
a Steering Committee to assist and guide the Department and its consultants in this project.  The
Committee was comprised of various members of the Westchester recreation, historic and conservation
communities.  Their duty was to serve as representatives of those constituent communities and act as
a ‘sounding board’ for the ideas and directions arrived at during the planning process.  The Steering
Committee understood the importance of the continual review and updating of the mission statement
as required.

In their initial review of the mission statement, the following items were particularly noted by the
Committee:
• The importance of a balance of conservation, preservation and recreation within and

throughout the parks system;
• The importance of land conservation for environmentally sensitive parcels as well as the

preservation of historic landscapes and structures and natural resources; and
• The role the Parks Department should play in and the ethic of stewardship.

B. History/Background

Every year, thousands of Westchester County residents enjoy the County’s extensive park system; from
beaches on the Hudson River and Long Island Sound to mountain lakes and urban swimming pools.
 Yet, few realize that Westchester built the nation’s first county park system through the establishment
and linking of parkways.  This ambitious plan was inspired by America’s new attitude toward travel and
leisure and was executed by visionary leaders.

Leisure time doubled at the turn of the century when labor-saving devices were introduced and working
conditions improved.  Social reformers worried that the middle class would spend this newly discovered
time emulating the “wasteful” activities of the wealthy like feasting, gambling, and card games.  The
reformers felt that organized public recreation would improve health and mold good citizens.  Sports
were emphasized over more passive activities like walks and picnics.
Meanwhile, railroads and industry began covering southern Westchester.  Country clubs, cemetery
associations and housing developers were buying huge tracts of land.  Some municipalities had parks,
but the County had none.  At this critical moment, Republican leader “Boss” William L. Ward realized
that land was disappearing.  Ward had the foresight to see the need for public projects and the ability
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to bring people together.

The most urgent project was to clean up the Bronx River, which had become a sewer.  The County
built the nation’s first limited access public parkway and linear park through the lands adjacent to the
river acquired for this project.   The entire Bronx River Parkway Reservation, including all of its passive
and active recreation components, was so popular that Ward asked the State to establish the
Westchester County Parks Commission.  Between 1922 and the early 1930s, the Commission purchased
about 10,000 acres of land for $17 million and spent $33 million developing parks.  This was the first
major project the County had ever undertaken.

The key to the system was parks linked by parkways.  A few cities had built similar designs, but
Westchester had the nation’s earliest County-wide network.  Today, five Westchester parks and one
site, have been listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Two of these are also National
Historic Landmarks.  Other parks, like Tibbetts Brook Park, or buildings within parks like the castles
at Glen Island park are also candidates for National Register listing.  But regardless of eligibility, all
parks are important because they are the legacy of the pioneering visions of Ward and the leaders who
followed him, and their landscapes contribute powerfully to the ambience of Westchester.

Like all wise investments, the parks must be maintained or they will lose value.  Faced with high taxes
and strained resources, the County must still protect these valuable resources while also addressing the
recreational needs of today’s residents and anticipating the preferences of future generations.  This
study provides the initial data needed to make decisions that will ensure that future generations can
enjoy the legacy as well.

C. Organization

The WCPRC began as two separate and distinct entities: The Westchester Park Commission and the
Westchester Recreation Commission, each with a Board of Directors and Commissioner.  This twofold
approach to the planning, operation and maintenance of all County facilities and programs remained
a viable coalition until the late 1950s when the County Board of Supervisors decided that the
recreational interests of all the County’s residents could be better served if the two bodies were merged
into a single Department directly under the County Executive.  As of January 1, 1962, this has been the
status of the Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation. 

The current Department is headed by a Commissioner appointed by the County Executive.  Reporting
to the Commissioner are two Deputy Commissioners: one  heading the Parks and County Center
Division and the other heading the Golf, Conservation and Recreation Division.  At the same level as
a Deputy Commissioner but titled differently is the Director of the Playland Division.  The
Administration Division, dealing with administrative services, personnel and public information,  is
headed directly out of the Commissioner’s office.  The operational philosophy behind the functional
groupings of the present organization is as follows:

• The Deputy Commissioner of the Parks and County Center Division is responsible for:  major
items such as the County Center, Muscoot Farm, Lasdon Park, forestry issues, general park
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maintenance, park planning and capital projects and the all facilities within other certain parks;
• The Deputy Commissioner of the Golf, Conservation and Recreation Division is responsible

for: conservation issues, recreation programs, golf courses, concessions, contracts and
information and customer services;

• The Director of the Playland Division is responsible for all matters regarding the operation and
maintenance of Playland.

A number of County parks effectively operate as local parks - i.e they are used by local residents only
with little or no regional draw.  These include Ridge Road, the eastern portion of V.E. Macy and
portions of Kingsland, Croton Point, Tibbetts Brook, Silver Lake and Willsons Woods.

At the County level, two different Departments are involved in recreation and conservation  land
planning issues.  Both the Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation and the Department of
Planning are charged with identifying and planning for the recreational and conservation needs of the
County.  The Parks Department may identify a need for a certain form of recreation or a parcel of land
that would be suited for its conservation and open space needs, the Planning Department facilitates
the purchase of property and the Board of Legislature has the authority to acquire these lands and
assign them as they best serve the County.  Since both Departments serve similar ends, strong
communication and coordination must be in place for this arrangement to work successfully.  For
example, close coordination is needed so that the Department of Planning’s strategic goal of Patterns
comprised of county-wide centers and corridors work in harmony with WCPRC’s goals of open space
linkages via a trail network  forming a multi-function alternative transportation corridor.

D. Parklands

County parklands represent the diversity of over 50 park facilities ranging from active parks with
developed outdoor facilities for swimming, hiking, biking, golf, picnicking, ballfields and camping to
historic sites and undeveloped land holdings for conservation and potential future recreation activities.
Of the present land holdings of 15,996 acres, 16.5% are developed according to the Department’s
development criteria and 83.5% remain in their natural state in support of the Department’s
conservation mandate.

The Inventory Report shows the diversity in size of land holdings in the North, Central and  South
regions and location of historic, archaeological and environmentally sensitive properties.  Chapter V
of the Phase I report suggests that a comprehensive GIS (Geographic Information System) be
instituted so that inventory, operations, schedules, maintenance and programs can be easily accessed
and identified for each facility.

E. Programs and Special Events

Perpetuating the legacy established by the original WC Parks Commission, programs continue to range
from organized recreation activities, tournaments and organized sports programs (swimming, biking,
golf, boating, tennis, fitness) to nature study and environmental education programs, cultural events,
ethnic festivals, interpretative programs at historic sites, camp and cabin rental sites, summer camps
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and programs for people with disabilities.   Most programs are well attended, are in high demand and
need continuing paid staff and volunteer support.  Chapter VII discusses in further detail possible
future programs and opportunities that should be investigated and incorporated in the Westchester
County System. 

F. Visitation Levels

Since 1986, the use of services within the Westchester County Parks system has increased fivefold. 
Visitation levels continue to grow disproportionately to WCPRC resources. Many of the most popular
facilities within the system are at least 50 years old and require an enhanced level of maintenance and
renovation, brought up to current safety standards.  Park utilization has increased, reflective both of
current and projected trends in the demand for parks.

For example, attendance at County Parks has increased approximately 10% from 1.77 million visitors
in 1991 to 1.94 million in 1995.  Illustrative of this increase in popularity are the visitation rates of
selected parks as described below:

• Kensico Dam Plaza Park: Attendance has grown rapidly, increasing approximately 130% from
20,000 visitors in 1991 to 46,000 visitors in 1995 due to the park's increasing popularity with in
line skaters, bikers, walkers and fitness enthusiasts. 

• Saxon Woods Park & Golf Course: Attendance levels have grown significantly, from
approximately 63,000 in 1991 to approximately 92,000 in 1995, a 45% increase.  This increase
is primarily attributed to the golf course and the increased popularity of the swimming area
which includes an aquatic playground for children introduced by WCPRC in 1995.

• Willson's Woods Park: Attendance levels have grown significantly, from approximately 15,000
in 1991 to approximately 21,000 in 1995, a 38% increase.

• Marshlands Conservancy: Attendance levels have grown significantly, from approximately
27,000 in 1991 to approximately 35,000 in 1995, a 29% increase.  This increase is primarily
attributed to increased awareness of nature and the environment.

• Croton Point Park: Attendance levels have grown significantly, from approximately 8,000 in
1994 to approximately 39,000 in 1995, a 382% increase.  This increase is primarily attributed to
reopening major portions of the park in 1995 after its closure during 1994 in order to cap a
landfill which existed on the site .

G. Operations and Maintenance

An efficient and cost effective distribution of maintenance and operations staff and equipment has
been achieved by separating the county into northern, central and southern regions. Within each
region, major developed parks retain their own maintenance crews and provide centralized storage and
repair facilities for the adjacent smaller or less developed parks. For example,  the Blue Mountain crew
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maintains its own facility as well as George’s Island and Oscawana Island Park. The Croton Point Park
crew also maintains Croton Gorge, Paradise Island and Kingsland Point.  The northern county roving
maintenance ‘Blitz’ crew is based at Lasdon; however, it maintains the Briarcliff Peekskill and North
County trailways, Graham Hills, Kitchawan Preserve, Pocantico Lakes Park, Wampus Pond Park and
Tarrytown Lakes and John E. Hand Park.  Lasdon Arboretum has its own crew which is also
responsible for Muscoot Farm.  All the golf courses and Playland Park have their own crews.

H. Annual Capital Program

The Master Plan proposes an evaluative technique utilizing a screening matrix for both categorizing and
ranking capital projects. The Evaluation Screen Matrix is designed for use by the WCPRC internal staff
as a screening mechanism to prioritize various potential Capital Improvement Programs, Activities,
System Wide Issues and Operations and Maintenance projects.  Weighted values have been assigned
to the major heading topics across the top.   This screening system will become a tool by which
potential requests can be furthered or eliminated.  It will be the task of the WCPRC administrators to
determine the minimum point value necessary for a potential item to advance to the ‘to do’ list. 

The Evaluation Screening Matrix creates an impartial method for prioritizing future Capital projects.
 The current method has the potential of being unduly influenced by ‘hot topic’ issues of the moment
where a vocal advocate may influence decisions and priorities may shift monthly.  This is not a sound
planning practice and it too often leaves equally necessary but less visible projects to slip down the list
for lack of a champion.  By evaluating all proposed capital needs against evenly applied criteria, a
consistent and logical progression of improvements may be realized.

I. Public Funding Concerns

Public funding for Operations and Maintenance has remained at a constant level of approximately $6
million over the last three years while the budget has increased from approximately $24 million to $28
million over the same time period.  This has reduced the effective public contribution to the Parks
Department’s annual budget by approximately 3.6%.  Deferred maintenance allocations only exacerbate
an already critical situation where soon the most threatened facilities will become virtually
nonfunctioning.  Furthermore, substantial rehabilitation projects drain scarce available annual budget
resources from new capital projects that would enable WCPRC to fulfill its mission of delivering
recreational opportunities to all the citizens of the County.  Typically in times of budget constraints,
the Parks Department’s capital requests are viewed as “less essential” and usually suffer the largest
reductions first.

It is paramount that the County Board of Legislators recognizes that an adequate revenue source for
Parks infrastructure projects is in the County’s own financial best interests as deferred expenditures
ultimately cost more than necessary.  The process by which the yearly struggle to obtain approval of
adequate funding from the Board  just for the infrastructure needs of the Parks system only addresses
half of the Parks funding issue.  Dollars for new Capital Improvement projects are no less important
than infrastructure costs and both should be properly provided for if the citizens are to be adequately
served.
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The Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government’s 1993 report on New York State Park System
suggests that:

• “...the Agency (in this case WCPRC) and the Division of the Budget (WC Board of Legislators)
should reach a multi-year agreement on the amount and timing of the work to be done under
the Infrastructure Fund (WCPRC’s Annual and Five Year Capital Budget Requests).”

• “The Legislature should revise the Infrastructure Fund legislation to ensure that the
contribution from the general fund will not drop below a stated floor, and that a rise in
dedicated park revenues will not be used as a reason to decrease general fund support.”

• “Park fees should be adjusted for inflation, so that the real level of Fund supported capital
investment will not decrease.”

All these recommendations are very applicable for use in Westchester County and should be seriously
considered in the future.
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A. Purpose of the Master Plan

Respectful of the past, looking forward to the future.  This is the mission of the Westchester County
Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation (WCPRC).  As the steward of a world famous
County parks legacy established more than ninety years ago, the WCPRC has the enormous
responsibility of both managing a system of existing parks and programs in addition to peering into the
future of Westchester County to prepare for the needs of its citizens in the next century.  The
WCPRC’s award winning system of parks, recreational facilities, historic sites, conservation programs,
and parkways is a resource that must be continually reevaluated as the composition of the population
changes and the pressure for development increases.

The need to support and buffer the parks has become paramount.  Only through the development of
a comprehensive master plan, clearly defining both short and long term trends and goals, can the
County continue to provide the level of service that its constituents have come to expect.  The Master
Plan must include both an in-depth analysis of all existing parks and realistic financing plans to achieve
long-range goals.  This approach must be met with the full support and commitment from the
WCPRC, the local communities and civic organizations, the Westchester County Departments of
Planning and Public Works, the Board of Legislators and County Executive’s Office, all working in a
spirit of cooperation and common focus.

B. Goals and Objectives of the Master Plan

The County’s goals and objectives for this project included:

• The preparation of a comprehensive inventory and analysis of all existing parks;
• The identification of needs, options and priorities for the Department’s future operation of its

parklands;
• The development and analysis of operating and capital budgets and operational policies and

procedures;
• The development of a Master Plan with maximum public input in addition to input from

municipal parks and planning professionals; and
• The development of provisions to incorporate the results of this project’s plans into a future

GIS databank for all County parks to assist with the on-going development and stewardship
of all County parks.

To achieve these goals and objectives, the project was divided into a sequence of tasks grouped into
two major phases of work:  Phase I - Information Gathering,  Needs Assessment, and Initial Findings;
and Phase II - Synthesis, Solutions and Final Recommendations. 

C. The Planning Process - Phase I
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The three major elements of Phase I include:

• Information Gathering - An inventory all existing parks and programs was performed to
highlight the current state of the parks system and then serve as the foundation of a needs
assessment.  The Inventory was prepared by assembling all available plans, documents and data,
park user and park facilities management input, demographics and financial history. 

• Needs Assessment - The purpose of the needs assessment is to identify short and long term
needs for each park and for the system as a whole.  The results of the analysis of this needs
assessment will be used in developing first a scope and then the specific park plans in Phase II.
 The Phase I report contains a summary of all background data from the survey and inventory
section, an analysis of that data, the results of the financial analysis models and specific
proposals to direct the Phase II  portion of the project.

• Initial Findings - From all the information gathered and assessed, a preliminary list of initial
findings was developed into a  list of initial recommendations that will be carried over into
Phase II of the Master Plan process.

The project team worked closely with the WCPRC staff and all other associated  County departments
(i.e. Planning and Public Works), County officials, local and regional recreational groups and community
leaders to identify a comprehensive list of concerns and needs which were analyzed, evaluated and
prioritized.  Communication was maintained through scheduled meetings with WCPRC, meeting
minutes and on-going community involvement. 

A Steering Committee was also established to support the project team in identifying key issues and
concerns.   The Committee was comprised of representatives of the Parks, Planning and Public Works
Departments as well as representatives from the County Executive’s Office, Historic Preservation
Advisory Committee (H.P.A.C.) and Federated Conservationists of Westchester County (F.C.W.C.) and
other recreational and park groups recommended by WCPRC.  All Committee members were  familiar
with the County’s park system, user patterns and community concerns.  Their guidance was invaluable
in helping the project team identify, evaluate and prioritize the critical issues that face the WCPRC and
the citizens of Westchester County.  Some of the recommendations from the Committee for inclusion
into the Master Plan included:

• Continued provision of adequate parks County-wide in both the short and long term;
• Increased vigilance to conservation, environmental issues and historic preservation;
• Continued provision of accurate financial resource projections to assure adequate funding for

future operational and maintenance costs;
• Continued implementation of the WCPRC’s Open Space Policies; and
• Identification of recreational needs and trends and prioritization of the options for future

operations and growth.
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A Westchester County Residents Recreational User Preference Survey was conducted by the
Westchester County Community College on behalf of the Westchester County Planning Department
to develop an understanding of the County residents’ recreational needs, preferences,  facility usage and
levels of demand.  The results (further described in Chapter IV) were used as a major component for
determining current and future needs of the users of the County park system.

Additionally, a series of community-based workshop public meetings was held in the northern, central
and southern sections of the county to introduce the project to the public and to solicit their input.
 The first series of workshops introduced the project team and informed the community of the
planning process, the project goals, objectives and schedule.   At the second series of public workshops,
the project team reported on the Phase I findings.  The third series of public workshop meetings will
be scheduled to occur at approximately the mid-point of Phase II.  The goal of those meetings will be
to obtain the public input necessary to formulate specific guidelines for the short-term and long-range
recommendations.

D. The Planning Process - Phase II

After the Phase I Report is issued, WCPRC will proceed with Phase II of the process: Synthesis,
Solutions and Final Recommendations.

Within the framework of an established planning process and on-going public involvement, the project
team will develop short-term and long-term recommendations for each of the major categories of this
study, which include:

• Physical Park Improvements including park structures and buildings;
• Historic Preservation and Archaeology;
• Nature Conservation;
• Acquisition and Open Space Planning;
• Park & Recreation Programming; and
• Financial Planning.

1. Synthesis

Upon completion of all information gathering, needs assessments and projections, the team will begin
the task of synthesizing all the data.  This process will enable the elimination of infeasible solutions and
the formation of final recommendations that have substantiated merit gained through rigorous analysis.
 Using the Parks Inventory, demographic and revenue data, the team's synthesis will evaluate needs
determined through the user surveys, public input and interviews with park facility management setting
a screen line basis criteria for prioritizing alternatives.  By listing and ranking the opportunities and
constraints of each site, the project team will focus on generating realistic plans and programs to satisfy
the goals and objectives of the County's mission and vision as well as identifying budget constraints.
 This process will result in the final recommendations expressed in the Phase II Report.
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2. Solutions and Recommendations

The purpose of Phase II will be to develop specific solutions to short-term needs and outline a long-
range plan and policy for future open space and other recreational needs.  The Phase I Report
concluded with a summary of all background data obtained in the survey and inventory section, the
summary analysis of that data, the results of the financial models, some preliminary recommendations
and specific course of action proposals identified as “Next Steps” to direct the Phase II portion of the
work.  These recommendations will be based on projections of future demographics, growth patterns,
spending patterns and revenue projections.  These will be practical guidelines to support and direct the
future development, management and preservation of recreational parks.

The Phase II work will consist of the development of conceptual site specific plans and corresponding
cost estimates for the six parks identified in Phase I as most needing immediate attention.  Further, the
results of additional financial models predicting future revenues and costs and recommendations for
long range action plans for acquisition and conservation needs will be summarized.  The results of both
Phases I and II will be compiled into a Final Master Plan Report combined with an executive summary
of the findings.  The Final Master Plan Report will consist of the Phase I Report and a combination
of reports as recommended and identified in “Next Steps”.
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An physical inventory all existing parks, programs and facilities was completed to ascertain  the current
state of the parks system and then serve as the foundation of a needs assessment.  The Inventory was
prepared by: conducting field visits to all facilities; photographing important aspects of each park;
assembling all available plans, documents, records, data, demographics and financial histories for each
park; and conducting interviews to gain park user and park facilities management input.

A. Summary of Findings

1. Access Issues

The availability of all the County’s parks to all its citizens is an issue that was raised at all three
public meetings, by the Steering Committee, by facility managers and by other local recreation
enthusiasts.  The issue involves both providing mass transit service to the parks and having all
the facilities in compliance with the provisions of the ADA legislation.  In addition, access
issues from the WCPRC’s perspective involves keeping the parks open, providing parking and
keeping costs down.  Many parks throughout the County system are not handicapped
accessible.  Many require extensive renovations to bring them into compliance, while others
need only minor upgrades to make them accessible.  A full listing of all facilities in need of
various ADA-mandated improvements can be found as recommendation 12 in the
Recommendations section of Chapter V.

Mass transit accessibility to all County facilities is an issue that affects a disproportionate
segment of the County’s population.  Individuals and families with limited transportation
resources have few opportunities to visit and enjoy the County’s park’s because they typically
cannot get to them.  It was noted several times at various presentations that the Parks
Department could work more closely with Metro-North Railroad and the County’s Bee Line
Bus system to add mass transit stops to current or planned routes.  Particularly in the North
County region, private automobile is the only method by which a majority of the County’s
facilities can be reached.  Croton Point Park currently enjoys mass transit access both with bus
service on Route 9 and the Croton-Harmon station close by.  There is bus service on Armonk
Road serving Wampus Pond Park.  Oscawana Island Park has Metro-North rail tracks through
it but no station. The potential exists to link Blue Mountain, Mohansic, Lasdon/Muscoot and
Ward Pound Ridge by extending and better utilizing the bus route originating from the
population center of Peekskill along Route 35.

In Central county, Kingsland Point Park has the Phillipse Manor Metro-North station relatively
close, and a better connection to the park could be made.  At Graham Hills, bus service runs
on Route 117 and a potential connection to the Metro-North Pleasantville station could be
promoted to increase access to this park.  The North White Plains Metro-North station is close
to both the Bronx River Parkway with its Bike and Blade Sundays and Miller House.  The
entrances to the eastern portion of V.E. Macy Park and Kensico Dam have bus service to
them. 
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South County, with its large population centers, has a significant need for parks with mass
transit access.  Lenoir has regularly scheduled bus service near its entrance.  There is a bus stop
near the entrance to Saxon Woods that could be realigned for better service. Currently, Glen
Island and Playland have bus service to their front entrances.  During the summer, a bus
continues into Playland for better visitor service. Tibbetts Brook,  Dunwoodie Golf Course and
Willson’s Woods also have bus service to them serving the immediately surrounding
communities of Yonkers and Mount Vernon.  Twin Lakes Park on Mill Road and Maple Moor
Golf Course also have bus service adjacent to them.  Marshlands, situated on Boston Post
Road, and Sprain Ridge Park, do not currently have bus service.

2. Diversity of Recreational and Built Facilities

Discussed in detail in Chapter V, the bench marking analysis found that the Westchester
County Parks system offers an extensive array of recreational activities to its residents. 
Westchester County has the most parks of any comparable metropolitan park system.  For
example, it is the only system compared that provides County pools for use by residents.  The
range of park facilities ranges from large, undeveloped tracts of land to highly developed
recreation complexes to golf courses to an amusement park.  The County has trails, nature
centers, nature preserves,  picnic areas, ball fields, playgrounds, a sportsmen’s center, a County
Center, bicycle paths,  historic sites, museums, ponds, lakes, rivers, camp grounds and an
arboretum.  It is only through this wide variety of facilities that the Westchester County Parks
Department can offer the kind of recreational opportunities that citizens of the County have
come to expect.

3. Diversity of Programs

The County’s series of programs tends toward the larger, special event-type presentations and
not the typical smaller group-type activity offerings.  These smaller programs are left to be
handled at the local level.  The Conservation and Historical programs tend to be smaller in
scale, however, these are not offered at the local level.  Within the past year, the County has
presented: 7 ethnic heritage festivals at either Kensico Dam Plaza, Tibbetts Brook or Ridge
Road; a series of concerts by the Philharmonia Virtuosi at Lasdon Arboretum; a weekend blues
festival at Croton Point Park; a series of Sunday concerts in the park at Malcolm Wilson Park,
basketball and volleyball tournaments at the County Center; golf tournaments at all 5 County
courses; numerous nature lectures and workshops at the Cranberry Lake, Croton Point, Lenoir
Preserve, Marshlands, Edith Read and Ward Pound Ridge nature centers; Bike and Blade
Sundays on the Bronx River Parkway, farm programs and events at Muscoot; and interpretive
and historic programs and events at the Miller House (Washington’s Headquarters) Museum.
 Additionally, Playland offers free entertainment daily throughout the summer, there are
numerous programs and events for the Senior Citizens of the county.  The County Center
hosts many shows, exhibits, concerts and other events, and the County also sponsors tennis
tournaments at municipal courts throughout the entire county.  Typically, the fees associated
with most of these programs are quite reasonable; being either no charge or a very modest
amount ($5.00 or less).  For the smaller programs, reservations are usually required.  A
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Westchester County Park Pass is typically required for registration.  The majority of the
programs are run with existing staff members and well attended.

B. Methodology

The first step in preparing the Inventory Report involved reviewing past planning efforts, reports and
historical materials.  The consultant team collected reports from Westchester County Department of
Parks Recreation and Conservation (WCPRC), Westchester County Department of Planning,
Westchester County Department of Public Works, various Friends groups representing individual parks,
the Departments of Historic Preservation Advisory Committee (H.P.A.C), the Federated
Conservationists of Westchester County (F.C.W.C)  and letters and requests from residents of and
visitors to Westchester County.  The review of prior master planning efforts and research into the rich
history of  some of the unique parks and structures in the Westchester County system enabled the
Project team to form a foundation of knowledge regarding the significance of both individual park
elements, the important architectural and historical links that exist between many of the parks, and the
County Parks as an overall system.     
After reviewing these materials, the Project team began site visits led by members of the WCPRC. 
These site reconnaissance visits enabled the team to accomplish several tasks vital to completing the
existing conditions analysis.  These included: 

• Inventorying all built and natural features with a description and analysis of the conditions of
natural and built facilities,

• Analyzing of visitation, circulation, environmental, archeological and ecological issues, and
• Preparing a photographic inventory. 

The Project team also noted possible ideas regarding rehabilitation of and reuse potential for structures
and also included recommendations for new construction within and around several parks.
This comprehensive existing conditions inventory was further supplemented with interviews of local
and municipal parks professionals and individual park staff.  The Project team prepared a list of
questions for individual local parks professionals to determine the needs of municipal parks that could
be addressed more efficiently on the County level.  Issues noted included the levels of interaction
municipal parks departments currently have and would like to have in the future with the County Parks
system.  The results of these interviews yielded recommendations for services and programs that the
County could provide to supplement local parks department efforts and included larger multi-purpose
athletic complexes, improved transportation services to County offered programs, and more tennis and
ice rink facilities.    

During the study, public workshops were held in various locations within the County.  Public input at
these workshops was critical in order for this Strategic Plan to be both comprehensive and responsive
to the needs of the Westchester County residents.  Comments generally addressed many of the Plan’s
component parts: 
• The WCPRC’s goals and objectives,
• Present park usage versus present needs,
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• Present unmet demand and future regional recreation trends,
• Park planning concepts,
• Financing strategies for both park land acquisition and facilities’ development and operation,

and
• General implementation policies and conservation strategies.

Finally, the Project team met with many of the groups within Westchester County representing the
diverse constituencies with interest in the Westchester County Parks system.  These meetings and
presentations were designed to elicit commentary from these groups on their needs and the future
plans and programs they would like to see implemented.  Recommendations included:

• Increased attention to conservation and preservation issues;
• Increased recognition of the importance of archeological, environmental and historic resources

within the Parks; and
• Continued rehabilitation and reuse efforts within particular parks in the system.

These recommendations were included in the summary text portion of the inventory.

C. Structure of Inventory

The Inventory Report was designed to provide a comprehensive catalogue of the distinctive
 features characterizing each park in the Westchester County system.  This Inventory Report
will serve as a reference manual when addressing specific features of specific parks.  This
catalogue will provide a variety of information ranging from total acreage to locations of
wetlands and ecologically sensitive areas to primary active recreational uses within the parks.
  While the Inventory was not designed to provide recommendations for future uses within

the parks, it does include observations regarding potential modifications to circulation patterns, parking
and basic building rehabilitation.

The inventory information for each park includes: a “park page”; summary text; and several matrices
detailing specific information about park features.  This collection of park data provided an overview
of park elements, a brief history of each park, an inventory of maintenance and operating budgets as
well as other quantitative data.  The Inventory also included an analysis of both the natural and built
facilities.  

The “park page” included a park map, specific bulleted items highlighting unique park features, basic
park information including total acreage, dates acquired and a short paragraph describing the features
that differentiate that park from the others in the Westchester County system.  The park page also
included photographs of key features within the park to provide users with a sense of specific features
that characterize the park and the appropriate number of four possible icons that highlight particularly
sensitive areas or issues within the park.  The icons are defined as follows: 

A “building” icon indicates that there are historically significant or sensitive buildings
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or structures located within the park;

A “landscape” icon indicates that there are historically significant landscapes or natural
areas located within the park;

A “flower” icon indicates that ecologically or environmentally sensitive areas are
present;

A “shovel” icon indicates that located within or near the facility are archeologically
significant areas. 

The summary text portion discusses the history of the park in terms of activities, ownership,
archeology, environmental and ecological sensitivity.  Several of the parks within the County System
have an important historical heritage yielding significant architectural,  environmental and archeological
findings.  These special considerations were noted in this section.  Some parks are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, the Westchester County Inventory of Historic Places and National
Historic Landmarks.  These important designations were also noted within this portion of the report.

Also within the summary text portion was a comprehensive review of all built facilities within the park.
 Buildings and structures were discussed in terms of dates of construction and/or renovation, location,
style, condition, and past and present use.   Several buildings and structures have been identified as
important historic landmarks and have been designated or identified as eligible for designation.   The
summary text provided a detailed discussion of these features.  

Words used in the texts and in the facility matrices are terms recognized by the preservation community
and specifically defined by the National Park Service for the National Register of Historic Places.  The
intention of this document to abide by these definitions and to summarize where and how they are
applied to county properties.  This was of particular value in recognizing the official status of several
properties, and in anticipating that additional properties may well be worthy of advancement in status
to a higher level of recognition. 

For example, "historic context", "historic integrity", "historic district", "historic function", "historic
property", and "historic significance" are all expressions used by the National Register in evaluating
properties.  If the reader of the texts is uncertain whether a term was used in its official capacity, this
was clarified in the tables.  The "Glossary of National Register Terms" can be found in Appendix IV
of the National Register Bulletin 16A, "How to Complete the National Register Registration Form",
and may be referred to for additional clarity.  There are a few terms used frequently herein worth
noting:

"Significance" is defined as, "importance of a historic property as defined by the National Register
criteria in one or more areas of significance."  Therefore "historic significance" is not inherently graded
high to low, but instead is related to a property meeting National Register criteria.

"National Register criteria for evaluation" are "established criteria for evaluating the eligibility of a
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property for inclusion in the National Register."  Significance may be found in four aspects of
American history recognized by the National Register criteria:

• Association with historic events or activities,
• Association with important persons,
• Distinctive design or physical characteristics, or
• Potential to provide important information about prehistory or history.

Several Westchester County parks have been found in whole or in part to meet these criteria and are
now listed on the National Register or as a National Historic Landmark.  Their significance is well
documented in their registration forms.  Several properties are considered as officially "eligible" to meet
the criteria although not yet listed in the Register.  Both listed and eligible properties are designated in
the accompanying tables in which case an individual natural feature or a built feature is not
differentiated.  The reader is guided to official references for detail and interpretation.
When, in the course of evaluating properties for this document, it was felt that there was historic
importance to a particular site aside from official recognition, the tables list "Appears to Have
Significance".  These statements are cues to potential value, additional study, and possible elevation to
a finding of eligibility.   Where the importance of a site of special interest is noted, or where there
appear to be linkages or resources expressive of a common theme between properties,
recommendations are made to advance the evaluation beyond the scope of this document.  And lastly,
when deteriorating condition or other threat appears to impact the "integrity" of property, a red flag
is raised in the evaluation. 

This section of the Inventory document was designed to increase the awareness of park administrators
and personnel in realizing of the importance of the valuable historic resources within the park system
thus leading to a fuller and richer public appreciation of the heritage of Westchester County.

The final section for each park includes a series of matrices that provide quantitative information in a
quick reference format.  The matrices included an inventory of natural features, landscapes, recreational
and built features, and of operating and maintenance expenses.   Also included on the matrices were
any special features located within the park and an identification of the status of features that have or
may appear to have some historic significance.   All information listed within the individual matrices
was summarized into one allowing an at-a-glance inventory of these resources.
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A. Introduction

The Westchester County Department of Planning and the Department of Parks, Recreation and
Conservation have worked together in studying the recreational activities, needs and preferences of
county residents.  Previous recreational surveys were conducted in 1960, 1971 and 1986.  In the summer
of 1996, a survey questionnaire was mailed to a random sample of 5,000 county households. 
Geographic distribution of sample respondent households in the 1996 survey is comparable to 1990
Census distribution of households county wide.

Data related to popular recreational activities, familiarity and visitation discrepancies, park visitation,
use of public facilities, user demand, user fee preference and special event attendance were obtained.
 Comparisons with the 1986 survey results were made to give a sense of how the recreational patterns
and needs of county residents have changed over the past decade.  The analysis of the data obtained
are summarized below.

B. Leading Recreational Activities

The top ten leading activities and the percentage of households surveyed with one or more members
partaking in each activity in 1996 and 1986 are as follows:

Leading Sports and Recreational Activities

Rank 1996 1986

1 walking/jogging 62.1 swimming 58.1

2 swimming 51.8 picnicking 39.7

3 bicycling 45.3 music/drama 38.9

4 historic sites/museums 40.8 bicycling 34.2

5 cultural performances 40.0 walking program 33.0

6 picnicking 33.9 tennis 31.2

7 golf 30.1 skiing 25.8
8 tennis 27.7 fishing 24.6

9 playground (kids) 25.1 golf 24.5

10 ice skating/hockey 24.7 baseball/softball 24.0

• The 1996 survey indicates that Walking/Jogging is the most popular activity.  Swimming and
Bicycling were ranked second and third, respectively.
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• There is a concentration of both “cardiovascular” and “cultural” activities in the top ten list.
 The demographics of the county would seem to explain this, reflecting the needs and
preferences of an ever-growing segment of older residents, as well as those of the mini-baby
boom generation.

• Compared to the 1986 survey, Walking, Golf and Bicycling moved up in rank.  Swimming,
Picnicking, Cultural Performances (Music/Drama) and Tennis lost some favor.  Skiing, Fishing
and Baseball/Softball activities were knocked off the top ten altogether.

• Completely new to the list of top ten activities in 1996 is Historic Sites/Museums. 

C. Activities by Age Group

The top three most popular activities by age groups cited by respondent households are as follows:

Rank 0-5  year 6-11 years 12-18 years 19-35 years 36-59 years 60+ years old

1 playground swimming swimming jogging/walking jogging/walking jogging/walking

2 swimming bicycling bicycling swimming swimming cultural
performances

3 picnicking playground basketball bicycling historic
sites/museums

historic
sites/museums

• Swimming cut across all age groups except “60+ years old”.

• Jogging/Walking is the first ranked activity for all age groups over 18.

• Picnicking and Playgrounds are most popular in younger households, “0-5 year(s) old” age
group.

• Basketball is most popular for the “12-18 years old” age group.

• Cultural Performances and Historic Sties/Museums is most popular for persons older than 35
years.

D.  Activities by Geographic Area

For households in the South, Central and North subareas of Westchester County, the top five activities
are essentially the same.  In general order and relative magnitude, they are Jogging/Walking, Swimming,
Bicycling, Historic Sites/Museums and Cultural Performances.  Activities for the remaining five
activities in the top ten list particular to a subarea are as follows:
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• Playgrounds and Basketball are particularly strong in the South.  The preponderance of the
urban population, with a heavy concentration of juvenile age groups, likely explains this.

• Ice Skating/Hockey and In-Line Skating/Roller Hockey are more popular in the Central and
North subareas and Hiking/Backpacking is far stronger in the North subarea.  These can be
expensive activities and may reflect the comparatively higher-income households found in
central and northern Westchester. Additionally, the opportunities to participate in these
activities are predominantly found in these geographic areas.

E. Familiarity and Visitation of County Parks/Facilities, 1996

A relationship exists between respondents’ places of residence and their knowledge of parks and
facilities in a particular location.  There is, however, a notable gap, about 10-30 percentage points,
between familiarity and visitation.  This indicates an additional potential or capacity for increased
attendance as well as a need to raise the familiarity level of many parks individually and the County park
system as a whole.

F. Park Visitation

Over 54 percent of survey respondents fulfill most of their recreation needs within the county. Slightly
more than one-third (34.2 percent) find their recreational needs are met about equally within and
outside Westchester.  On a geographic basis, as in the case with familiarity of parks, respondent
householders were more likely to visit parks predominantly in the geographic area in which they live.
 The leading magnets for visitors from all three subareas were Playland Park, the County Center, Bronx
River Parkway/Bikeway, Kensico Dam Plaza, Muscoot Farm, Croton Point Park and Glen Island Park.
 Only 11.5 percent of survey respondents go outside the county to fulfill most of their recreational
needs.

G. Use of County Facilities

The leading facilities used by visitors of county parks in the 1995-1996 season, in the order listed, are
Amusement Park (49.1%), Beaches (33.8%), Cultural Events (29.6%), Hiking Trails (28.0%), Swimming
Pools (27.0%), Picnic Areas (26.6%), Bike Trails (26.2%), Golf Courses (23.1%), Ice Skating Rinks
(21.8%), and Historic Sites (19.8%).  These 1996 usage rates are up to five times higher than their 1986
levels.

Thirty-four percent of respondent households (similar to the 1986 rate) indicated that one or more
member(s) of their household had a Westchester County Park pass.  Forty-five percent of respondents
indicated that they had used the County Trailway over the past 12 months.  Slightly over 10 percent
of the surveyed respondents owned boats, and 34 percent of the boat owners did not launch or moor
their boats in Westchester.
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The top four reasons cited by respondent households as to why county facilities/parks are not used
more, in the order listed, are “not enough time to use them”, “needs met by other facilities”, “fees too
high” and “facilities are dirty”.  Over 65 percent (up from approximately 50 percent in 1986) of survey
respondents had one or more household member(s) using private facilities for some recreational
activities.  The 1996 top five private facility usage by one or more persons in the households surveyed
are beach/pool (41.0%), fitness (35.4%), tennis (18.0%), golf (16.3%) and boating (7.2%).

H. Identifying Demand

The top suggestions for sports/recreational improvement/expansion by activity indicated by the 1996
survey were bicycling (27.6%), swimming (26.2%), cultural (25.6%), jog/walk (25.3%), historic sites
(19.1%), golf (18.4%), ice skating/hockey (17.8%), picnicking (16.8%), nature study (16.3%),
playgrounds (14.1%) and tennis (13.9%).

The demand for more public Pool/Beach facilities was particularly strong among respondent
households.  As indicated by the high usage of private pool/beach facilities, many respondents
expressed their desire/need for more public pool/beach facilities.  Nearly 73 percent of respondents
expressed the preference for facilities with a series of smaller pools, as opposed to a single, large pool.

I. 1996 Fee Ratings

A high percentage of respondents were decidedly noncommittal about fee levels, in that they either
“didn’t know” or did not respond.  The County’s current Park Pass ($25 per person for three years)
was the only fee cited by a plurality of respondents (40.2%) as being priced “about right”.  A majority
(52.2%) expressed the preference for “modest fees” - about half-funded by tax dollars.  More than four
out of five respondents (86.5%) opted for fees ranging from 50 to 100 percent subsidized by tax dollars.
 The concept of an Annual Fee covering all activities/facilities (except greens fees for golf) was met
with interest by an overwhelming majority (over 70 percent) of respondents.  The average suggestion
for such an annual fee was $25.

J. Special Events, 1996

Just over 40 percent of the respondents surveyed indicated they had attended a Special Event offered
by Westchester (36.5% in 1986).  As in 1986, the most popular event was Bike and Blade Sundays.  In
general, 1996 respondents’ familiarity with Special Events was higher than attendance. Although the
survey indicated that 33% of respondents were familiar with special events, it also indicated that some
11% of respondents had actually attended.

K. Corporate/Institutional Survey

A survey of the recreational awareness and needs of the non-residential sectors was conducted in
conjunction with the county resident user survey.  The survey was conducted by mail in the summer
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and fall of 1996.  Out of a sample of 100 organizations and institutions and 100 private corporations,
twenty institutions, including 13 non-for-profit organizations, and eighteen corporations responded.
 

Results indicated that a large market potential may exist for the use of County facilities, events and
programs by non-for-profit groups and, to a lesser extent,  for-profit groups.   The survey also
indicated that both sectors would be interested in getting more information on Parks’ programs and
events, emphasizing the need for an increased public relations effort.   The Parks Department also faces
competition from private facilities typically rented for events by these sectors.  These results indicated
that Westchester County Parks may want to target specific corporate groups and market event spaces
and programs, competing for this market sector. 
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Besides its obvious historical significance as America’s first totally planned amusement park, the
nationally renowned Playland Park, with its location on Long Island Sound, also provides
critical environmental habitat.  These factors mandate the continuation of preservation,
structural and infrastructure rehabilitation efforts already in place. 

Tibbett’s Brook Park, located in the south County’s more densely populated area, has both an
historic and an environmental role in the County Park system fabric as well as acting as a
regional park destination.  Equal attention must continue to be given to all  these important
roles.

The ecological significance of Ward Pound Ridge Reservation cannot be overstated.  As the
County’s largest park, it plays a vital role in ensuring the biodiversity of the region.  It hosts the
educational and popular Trailside Museum.  The park’s recreational and archeological value can
only be ensured with adequate conservation and preservation efforts. 

The County’s smallest park is certainly no less significant.  Miller House (Washington’s
Headquarters) is an historic site that requires a number of important conservation and
preservation steps.  It needs restoration and a ‘friends’ group to help it attain the proper status
which it richly deserves.

2. Economic Studies

Various economic studies are needed on a broad range of topics.   An in-depth analysis should
be conducted of potential new or expanded recreational developments that would offer
significant amounts of potential revenues, e.g., specific golf courses or aquatic centers.  Careful
analysis should also be made of the economic impacts that the park system’s capital and
operational budgets has on Westchester County’s economy.  These economic impact analyses
would show potential direct returns to the parks system substantiating continued expenditures.
 Potential economic impacts could include: construction jobs; tax revenues from capital
development projects; permanent job creation; indirect dollar expenditures by park
visitor/users (multipliers by type and location); creation of new businesses; tax revenues on
certain operating expenditures, and the capture of non-County user dollars.  Most importantly,
a balance must be achieved between revenue generating potential and park preservation needs.

The demand for recreation in Westchester County, as within the region, is clearly growing, and
the economic impact of increased park usage will go beyond initial users direct expenditures.
 Park usage has grown fivefold in the ten years between 1986 and 1996.  The economic impacts
of this growth trend could yield considerable revenue in secondary and tertiary receptors
including expenditures on recreation equipment (bikes, skates) and even in Westchester County
restaurants.  An analysis of the additional economic impacts will help develop an overall
understanding of the need for continuing growth in capital budgets.
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As noted in Chapter VI, the following parks have potential as revenue generators: the Bronx
River Parkway Reservation, Croton Gorge Park with Stokes Green, Croton Point Park, Glen
Island Park, Kingsland Point Park, Kensico Dam Plaza Park, Lasdon Park & Arboretum, Miller
House, Mountain Lakes Park, Playland Park, Tibbetts Brook Park, Wampus Pond, Westchester
County Center and Willson’s Woods Park.  Further studies should address realistic suggestions
for potential development in these parks.

 
3. Park Linkages

The 1996 Residents Recreation Preference Survey ranked Walking/Jogging as the number one
 activity and Bicycling as the number three activity of Westchester County residents.  These
strong results coupled with the clear indication that these activities will remain popular into the
future demonstrate the need for maintaining and expanding the County’s Trailway system.  

A Phase II study of possible park recreation linkages should be performed to augment the
upcoming study being conducted by the Westchester County Department of Planning.  The
Department of Planning’s study of bikeway/walkway, conducted in concert with the WCPRC,
and funded by the DOT, would help identify and support other transportation and circulation
issues.  Where possible, connectors for bicycling, jogging, and skating should be constructed
on dedicated rights-of-way, and Class II or III bike routes and/or trail blazer signs should be
used for sections along local streets.

Priority should be given to final design and construction of a Trailway for the entire length of
the old Putnam Division Railroad right-of-way.  Portions have been completed or are nearing
completion and a commitment should be made to complete the remainder.  When completed,
Trailway users will be able to travel from Tibbetts Brook Park and Dunwoodie Golf Course in
the southern sector of the county, north through V.E. Macy Park to Tarrytown Lakes Park
 eventually connecting with the North County Trailway.  Other possible north-south
connections that should be assessed include connecting the Bronx River Parkway Reservation
trail system at the Kensico Dam Plaza  to Graham Hills Park using the lands associated with
the Taconic Parkway.   The County will also take an active role in developing a trail on the old
railroad right-of-way from Mahopac to Goldens Bridge.

Potential east-west Trailway linkages would include using the lands associated with the New
Croton and Cross River Reservoirs that would permit travel between Blue Mountain
Reservation and the Briarcliff Peekskill Trailway in the east through Croton Gorge Park, Stokes
Green, Bald Mountain Park, Kitchawan Preserve,  Muscoot Farm, Lasdon Park and Arboretum
and Ward Pound Ridge Reservation in the western sector of the County. The Hutchinson River
trail along the Hutchinson River Parkway is currently used for equestrian riding but could be
expanded for other uses as part of the east-west greenway.

A final recommendation for park linkages involves the possibility of future land acquisitions for
linking county parks to state, municipal and town parks and private institutions with significant
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open space holdings as well as the Hudson River Greenway.  One such connection could
originate in Tarrytown along the Route 9 bicycle route, just south of Kingsland Point Park and
head east through the Tarrytown Lakes facility, connecting the Old Putnam Division/North
County Trail, the Grasslands Valhalla Campus and the Saw Mill River Parkway utilizing Route
100-C/Virginia Road as a corridor to the Bronx River Parkway Reservation and Kensico Dam.
 Another possible connector would begin at Rockwood Hall State Park in Mount Pleasant, run
through the Rockefeller State Park Preserve to the North County Trailway and Graham Hills
at Pace University. 

A second aspect of linkage between parks is one of historic association and merit.  This plan
acknowledges certain landscapes and structures that not only appear to contribute to the
historic and architectural significance of an individual park, but also take on special importance
when seen in the context of other parks.  Such a comprehensive view and the need for further
study are elaborated in Item 10, Historic Preservation Studies.

Thirdly, the potential for increased tourism generated through a well connected and publicized
trail network cannot be overstated.  An extended Westchester County trail system is a regional
destination for many cyclists from the metropolitan area and the economic benefits to the
County can be substantial.

4. Swimming

Because swimming received a high rank in the user surveys, public meeting input and
comments from town and municipal park departments, swimming has been identified as a
priority “need” in Westchester County and more facilities should be provided.  The
Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation is currently rehabilitating the Saxon Woods
pool complex and has plans for the rehabilitation of Sprain Ridge Park pool, and the Willsons
Woods Pool. Also shown to be on the rise is the desire for natural, open water swimming as
exemplified by the popularity of the newly reopened beach at Croton Point Park.  A Phase II
study would address current plans for rehabilitation of the present traditional pool complex vs.
the family oriented aquatic center, and a site feasibility study should be conducted to identify
possible locations for additional pool complexes with multiple means of access for residents
in the South or Central County.  Specific market financial analysis should be undertaken for the
principal developments that will yield the greatest potential revenues over the next ten years.
 These are golf course (on a per course basis), an aquatic center, and specific pools.

5. Marketing Program

A comprehensive marketing program should be designed to encourage additional overall park
use by County residents and increase usage of under-utilized parks and parks activities. 
Additional usage will aid in the continued recognition of the parks system and increase annual
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revenues for the system.  Since economic and demographic growth are solid market indicators
for increased park use of all types, the aggressive, comprehensive marketing program must be
able to capture that potential usage (demand).

 The marketing program, in summary, should have specific objectives to be jointly defined by
the Westchester County Department of  Parks and a defined organizational structure.  That
structure should include a Marketing Director with an annual salary and support staff or
retainer consultants.  It should also have an annual operating budget in the range of $150,000
- $200,000 for advertising (radio, T. V., brochures etc.); travel, speeches, and seminars; and a
designed Target Marketing Campaign by location, market segment, season, and type of park
usage.  The objective of this campaign is to enhance the image of the Westchester County Park
system and increase awareness/usage throughout the County.

6. Golf

Based on strong public meeting responses, the Residential Recreation Preference Survey
responses,  and results from a National Golf Foundation survey that documents an unmet
demand of some 400,000 rounds of public golf per year, the County should provide more
public golf.   In addition, golf benefits the entire system because it is a  significant revenue
generator.  The County should pursue an aggressive development process at the recently
acquired Hudson Hills property to open a golf course as soon as possible.  Because the demand
for golf remains unabated and seemingly will continue that way for some time, it is strongly
recommended that the County undertake site feasibility studies for the construction of several
new full sized and  executive style courses with teaching stations.  These smaller, lower par
executive courses are quite popular with seniors, beginners and children.  Executive courses
require less land and allow for faster rounds. Based on its proven record of providing quality
public golf throughout the County, this activity is one that should be strongly encouraged and
promoted.  The County should also continue to consider the future expansion potential of
Mohansic course. 

7. Playland Master Plan

A comprehensive master plan for Playland Park and the adjacent Edith G. Read Natural Park
and Wildlife Sanctuary should be prepared.  The purpose is to plan for other necessary
infrastructure and facility improvements for Playland Park.  The plan would specifically address
Playland Park, its ice rink, pier and bath house outside of the amusement park, and Edith G.
Read Natural Park and Wildlife Sanctuary in terms of how the parts of each of these facilities
comprise the combined whole and how the two facilities can work together, complement each
other yet remain separate and distinct. The overall Master Plan would include the phased
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accommodation of this historic facility with new amusements, upgraded access and parking as
well as adaptive reuse potentials.  Because the amusement area is only one portion of Playland
Park, it effectively acts as a “park within a park”.  More attention must be given to the other
recreational opportunities available at the greater Playland Park area.

8. Individual Park Master Plans

Site specific Master Plan documents should be prepared  for the following primary set of parks
(and their facilities): Tibbetts Brook Park including all  trails, ballfields, the pool and bathhouse;
 the Bronx River Parkway Reservation and Kensico Dam Plaza Park including a comprehensive
boundary survey of both the Dam Plaza and the Reservation; and Mountain Lakes Park.  A
secondary set of parks recommended for Master Plans includes: Sprain Ridge Park, Blue
Mountain Reservation, Pocantico Lake Park,  V.E. Macy Park and Ridge Road Park.

9. Natural Resources Inventory/ Environmental Studies

A conclusion drawn from meetings with the Westchester County Parks naturalist, other staff
members and the strong involvement of the F.C.W.C and their natural resource matrix, it is
recommended that comprehensive biodiversity studies be prepared for all parks within the
County system.   Biodiversity studies should continue to be developed at all the Nature Centers
and Park Preserves noting critical site, program and building issues and recommendations.   In
addition, the Department should develop a priority schedule for implementation of these
studies.

10. Historic Resource Inventory/Preservation Studies

Results of the 1996 Residential Recreation Survey of Westchester County Residents indicated
a dramatic rise in the popularity of visiting “Historic Sites/Museums” (number 4 on the 1996
survey up from no mention in 1986).  Because the Westchester County Parks system currently
offers some of the finest historic facilities in the area, surveying and protecting these sites
should be a priority.   One possible approach toward this objective would involve the County
Parks Department establishing a new division within the Department for this specialized work.
 This group would contain trained experts in historic and interpretive issues and would utilize
existing staff.

When a property (district, landscape or structure) is a National Historic Landmark (NHL) listed
on the National Register (LNR), or eligible for listing on the National Register (ENR),
recognition is a matter of record.  These properties satisfy exacting evaluation criteria for
“quality of significance in American History [which possess] integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,” as well as other specific associations
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and values which are described in their designation statements.  Therefore, an individual park
and the park system as a whole may be alerted to these qualities and values which fall under
their stewardship.

In addition, this plan has identified many structures which “Appear to Have Significance”
(AHS).  For each of the parks in which structures are noted “AHS”, a special sense of
awareness and stewardship may also be inferred.  Many of these structures embody distinctive
characteristics with public value and appeal if carefully attended.  It is not only possible but also
 likely that certain parks have structures of individual merit or qualities, which seen in the
context of other parks are of significance, deserving of advancement to the National Register.

An intellectual framework is needed which identifies the historic potential of park properties
in a comprehensive manner leading to any of several findings:

A. Determination of eligibility for listing on the National Register for properties (and
structures) of individual merit.

B. National Register listing of properties (and structures) of thematic association.
C. Need for resource documentation which may include record drawings, drawings for the

Historic American Building Society (HABS), documentation for the Historic American
Engineering Record (HAER), concise historic resource statements, expanded Historic
Structure Reports, preservation/adaptive use plans, photographic documentation,
photogrammetric recording, stabilization plans, etc.

D. Interpretive plans and/or cooperative action plans with concerned public and private
preservation and conservation interests.

The following parks have shown particular qualities and potential for further study in one or
more of these four categories (A thru D) above:

Park Features Study

Croton Gorge Park Dam, Bridge, Spillway
Relationship to former Stokes Green Property
Mid 20th c. structures

A,B,C
D
A,B

Croton Point Park Early 20th c. structures
Mid 20th c. structures include, gull wing roof comfort stations.

D
B,D

Glen Island Park Landscape, early 20th c. buildings and site structures, bridge,
seawall, etc.

A,B,C,D

Kensico Dam Plaza Park Dam and associated structures C
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Park Features Study

With Croton Dam B

Kingsland Point Park Landscape,
Lighthouse,
Bath House

A, B
C, D
A, B

Lenoir Preserve Landscape
Buildings: Manor House, Carriage House

A,B,C
A,B,C

Maple Moor Golf Course Landscape & structures
Club House

A, B
A, B

Marshlands Conservancy Landscape
Buildings

C, D
C, D

Playland Park Historic Rides, Landscape, Buildings A,B,C

Saxon Woods Park, Ward Pound
Ridge Reservation, Blue
Mountain Reservation, other

Early and mid 20th c. structures include comfort stations B, C

Tibbetts Brook Park Landscape, comfort stations, bath house, folly A, B

11. Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation should work with the
WC Planning Department in developing a system-wide GIS that would include each park in the
Westchester County Parks system to provide an efficient management tool in preparing capital
projects, maintenance and facility improvements.  The facilities and features matrices prepared
for the Inventory Report as part of this master planning effort  are easily transferable to the
GIS database and include all documentation on recreational features/active recreation, natural
features and landscapes, built facilities, and maintenance and equipment for each of the parks
in the County system.  When these spreadsheets are inserted as attributes, this database can be
queried in a whole spectrum of ways to aggregate and disaggregate both use, facility and existing
conditions data by sites, sub-regions and County totals.  It could also project future needs based
on usage patterns. The digital database for each park can be used either in a GIS or CAD
platform.

 The GIS can also fully document the relationship of each park to its various significant
attributes including historic landscape, National Register Historic Landmark and National
Register eligible buildings and natural features.  It is recommended that the GIS be built with
ARCH/INFO utilizing the Westchester County Planning Department’s present GIS mapping
and various attribute layers as a base.
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12. ADA Compliance Survey

Westchester County Department of  Parks, Recreation and Conservation is obligated to insure
that all new structures and paths are built to ADA compliant standards. However, numerous
existing facilities within the parks will need upgrading to accommodate ADA accessibility. 
While some parks and their facilities are currently undergoing ADA compliant rehabilitation
efforts, a number of other facilities are still slated for upgrades.  It is recommended that the
WCPRC conduct a complete and thorough ADA survey of every park and facility it operates.
 This list could be a portion of the GIS data base and would also become the basis of future
capital programs.

The following is a representative alphabetical list of structures and facilities to be given priority
status for ADA upgrades:

• Blue Mountain Reservation - the historic comfort stations within the park are not ADA
accessible - should either be upgraded or replaced. 

• Blue Mountain Sportsmen’s Center - the lodge is not ADA accessible.

• An ADA compliant wilderness path should be constructed at one of the County’s
Nature Centers.

• Dunwoodie Golf Course - the Main Building is not ADA accessible and is therefore
not suitable for some catered functions.  Upgrading this Building may increase use by
diverse groups.

• Kingsland Point Park - bathhouse is not ADA accessible.  Any recommended uses for
this building should address its change to ADA compliance.

• Lasdon Park & Arboretum - upper floors of the Main House are not ADA accessible
nor is the Bathhouse which is scheduled to become the Visitor’s Center.

• Maple Moor Golf Course - Clubhouse is not ADA accessible on the inside.

• Mohansic Golf Course - first floor of the Clubhouse is only ADA accessible from the
exterior.

• Ward Pound Ridge Reservation - the office facility, currently slated for rehabilitation
and reuse as meeting rooms, is not currently ADA compliant.  This facility will need to
be upgraded for ADA accessibility.
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• Willson’s Woods Park - first floor of the bathhouse is not ADA accessible and will need
to be upgraded for successful reuse.

13. Interpretative Plans

This recommendation involves preparing interpretative plans as follows: 1)one for the overall
WCPRC system and then, 2) individual plans for Playland Park, Kingsland Point Park
Lighthouse, Merestead,  Muscoot Farm, the Bronx River Parkway Reservation, Miller House
(Washington’s Headquarters)  and the Croton Point Park historic wine cellars and brick
buildings. These interpretative plans will establish for the entire park system and each of the
above listed parks their historic setting, their purpose and mission, their development over
time, changes in development versus preservation goals, and plans for the future. 

Interpretive plans will be based on historical research and interviews with key stakeholders and
parks and planning officials at local, county and regional levels as well as input from H.P.A.C.
These interpretative plans will become the basis for published documents and exhibits that may
become traveling shows well suited as marketing materials for publicizing Westchester County’s
park heritage and legacy for current and future residents.  It may possibly become a permanent
installation at the County Center, County Office Building or other appropriate public settings
such as the Library or Bridge Gallery for the system-wide plan and at the various individual
parks for each of their interpretative exhibits.

14. Parkland Acquisition

Consistent with the Parks’ mission statement, open space policies and criteria for new parkland
acquisition, the Department should take a proactive position on acquisition of new parkland.
 The focus of this new position should be protecting special, unique and fragile natural habitats
as well as providing the wildlife corridors and linkages noted in recommendation #3. 
Coordination with the  Department of  Planning’s Open Space Plan is key as it is that
department that maintains lists of available parcels and a priority listing for various acquisition
purposes. WCPRC should give first priority to any parcels along the Hudson River or Long
Island Sound waterfronts, secondarily to parcels that satisfy linkage criteria between existing
parks or within the existing and proposed trail networks and thirdly to parcels that preserve
unique natural resources or views or, will fill in immediately adjacent tracts.  Increasing resident
populations as well as active and passive recreational demands and trends, particularly in South
County, fuel the need to acquire additional properties. In recent years, this need has been
partially offset by the donation of some significant North County properties such as Merestead
resulting in the lower rank of this recommendation. However, land acquisition is of far greater
importance in Central and South County in terms of both population and demand.

B. Bench Marking
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An important step in the Inventory process involved selecting several counties with similar
demographics to those of Westchester County for a comparison of other recreational components and
expenditure patterns.  Bergen and Morris Counties in New Jersey and Montgomery County, just
outside Philadelphia, Pennsylvania were selected based on their demographics, the comparable structure
of their parks departments, were the similarities in their facilities and programs and their comparable
greenspace acreage.  The tables and figures on the following pages detail the information collected for
these counties and provide a comparison to different components of Westchester County and the
parks system.  

Table V-I presents an inventory of information collected for each of the four counties.  This includes
data on acres of private and public greenspace as well as recreational activities and operating budgets.
 

Table V-II graphs the ten primary active recreational activities within the four comparable counties.
  Westchester County has the largest number of parks and is the only system that provides County
pools for use by residents.  In general, the Westchester County Parks system offers the widest variety
of recreational activities to its residents.

Table V-III presents the budget comparison revealing the most marked differences between the
Westchester County Parks system and that of the other counties.  In 1997, Westchester County
devoted the highest percentage of its total budget for salary and wages, 87.6 percent, while Montgomery
County, PA devoted less than half, or 40.4 percent.  The 44 parks in the Westchester County System
require greater allocation of dollars for staff, while the seven in Montgomery County require less staff
and therefore fewer dollars.   However, the total operating budget for Westchester County, at $47
million, is more than nine times that of Montgomery County at $5 million.  This kind of comparison,
identifying similarities and differences, provides insight into the operations of other counties and help
underpin the foundation for the recommendations phase of the Master Plan process.
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C. Facility Improvements & Specific Park Master Plans

1. Phase I Priority List

The following discussion is a Phase I facility improvement priority list drawn from the park specific
improvements
discussed further in this
Section.  This partial list
was compiled using
suggestions from the
public at three public
forums, input from
Westchester County
Parks Department and
Westchester County
Department of
Planning and resulted
in the identification of
specific improvements
at selected parks. 
Organized
alphabetically by county
subregion beginning in
the north, it includes
parks slated for several
Capital Improvement
projects and some with
potential for building
re-use and new revenue
generating uses. 

a. North County

Croton Gorge Park
Croton Gorge Park is an important segment in a connected web of local, private and County
owned parks and facilities.  The park has direct trail access to the old Croton Aqueduct Trailway
as well as using the Briarcliff Peekskill Trailway as a link with Blue Mountain Reservation to the
north and John E. Hand Park and Teatown Reservation to the south.  It represents a critical
node in the effort to create links throughout the Westchester County Parks system.  As such,
several improvements are recommended to ensure that the Park continues to provide the
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diverse activities that appeal to numerous groups and park users throughout Westchester
County. These include:

• Acquisition of Ottinger Property: as County parkland to provide security for the Park;
to operate as an environmental center/nature center; or in conjunction with New York
State Department of Parks as an interpretive center for the Old Croton Aqueduct.

• A biodiversity study has been recommended for Croton Gorge Park to account for
existing wildlife, flora and fauna and to help maintain the ecological balances.

• Explore additional and expanded recreational uses for the Croton River.  Some of these
may include the feasibility of canoe rentals for trips down the river to Croton Point
Park and back and additional fishing activity support services.

As part of a comprehensive effort to upgrade facilities within Croton Gorge Park and Stokes
Green, the following suggestions have been made for rehabilitation:
• Repaving the entrance road and parking lots to safely accommodate the potential

increases in traffic seeking access to the trails and trailways and install park friendly
directional signs along the internal pathways,

• Upgrade existing play structures,

• Expand existing picnic areas, and renovate restrooms

• Rehabilitate Lower Barn and greenhouse at Stokes Green for re-use.

The Main House at the former Stokes Green property is in very good condition and has
potential for revenue generating uses including: a conference center, a concessione bed &
breakfast, meeting center, weekend retreat, and/or an environmental studies center
administered by the Conservation division to provide trained volunteers for the entire WCPRC
system.  A targeted marketing initiative for Croton Gorge Park would encourage increased use
of the Parks diverse facilities.   In addition, new uses for the Main House at Stokes Green
include an environmental studies center to provide trained volunteers and professionals that
may allow continued monitoring of the ecology at the park.
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Lasdon Park & Arboretum
Lasdon Park & Arboretum is located adjacent to Muscoot Farm and has potential to become
a specialty park within the Westchester County Parks system.  The facility currently offers
programs and showcases for a number of very diverse civic, environmental and educational
groups.  A Development Plan has been prepared for and adopted by the Parks Board, the
overall concept of which is to have the facility function as an arboretum and “Museum of
Nature” or outdoor living museum.  The short-term goal is to preserve the estate character of
the park for the public to enjoy where garden design and plant materials can be studied and
celebrated.  The long-range goal is to enhance and expand the gardens as well as to build a
greenhouse production facility that would provide for the floral needs of all the County’s parks.
  In this way, the Park would not only attract people to tour the gardens, but also it would
produce plants and flowers for other parks in the system.  

Also planned is the design and construction of a multi-purpose area for nature shows, lectures
and concerts.  Additional uses of the main building should be considered to generate additional
revenues to assist in the continued operation of the facility.  Suggestions for re-use include a
full service food facility and special events space, meetings spaces for scholarly events or
botanical meetings or a botanical library or book shop.

Several improvements, preventative maintenance measures and rehabilitation efforts are
recommended in anticipation of the realization of the Parks’ vision.  These include:

• The construction of a path or bridge to Muscoot Farm further reinforcing Westchester County
Parks’ vision of a continuous interconnected system of parks.

• Upgrade all facilities for ADA compliance.  The entrance road will need repaving. 

• Upgrade the electric utilities within the site, construct a new roof for the main and pump house
buildings and the relocation of the maintenance facilities.

• Construct horticultural production greenhouses, a nursery and a new maintenance building in
the newly dedicated 27 acre parcel of parkland located across the road from the main entrance.
 A building for tree research may be added in the Park if the Arboretum generates interest in
that specialty.

Other interested park groups would like to recommended the following policies/improvements for
Lasdon Park:

• Increase recognition of park,

• Increase public relations efforts, and
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• Increase attendance to the park by offering more children’s and family programs
including an instructional resources center.

Mountain Lakes Park
Mountain Lakes Park has been selected for a priority preparation of a Master Plan to determine
the policies and vision of the park for the future.  This former summer camp offers  a number
of summer and winter activities using its four lakes including swimming, boating, canoeing,
fishing, cross country skiing, ice fishing and snow shoeing.  The Master Plan would closely
examine the potential to further market these diverse uses.   In addition, Mountain Lakes has
a rich history contributing to its archeological and historical value.  The park has been
recommended for a biodiversity study to assess its ecology and to ensure the preservation of
its unique habitat.  All of these assets and its change in use and operation contribute to the need
to prepare a Master Plan for the park in order to preserve the natural assets of the park while
continuing to provide a myriad of popular uses for more active recreation.

As such, there a number of issues that need to be addressed:

• Although a former summer camp with cabins is still located within the park, the
children’s summer overnight camp aspect of the park was closed in 1994.  The cabins
are currently rented by individuals or groups by the day or week.  In addition to the
cabins, a large dining hall also provides tremendous reuse potential for meetings of large
groups.  These are assets that should be explored within the recommended Phase II
Master Plan and designated for future active use.

• The water supply system is inadequate, antiquated, unsightly and in need of constant
maintenance.  Since it is on the surface, it must be drained each fall, thus precluding the
camp’s possible year-round operation.  There is a capital project request involving
funding for a study and implementation of a new potable water system for the park.
 Lightning protection, an additional concern to the park, is also included in the capital
program.

• The park entrance is not on or close to a major road, and the parks’ remote location
in the northeastern corner of the County limits potential visitation.  This situation,
though,  helps to maintain the park’s rustic wilderness character.  Such issues would
also be addressed in a Master Plan.

Pocantico Lake Park
This more recently acquired facility has a preliminary development plan that includes limited
passive use and a small parking lot on Pocantico Lakes Road.  In light of the issues below, a
Phase II Master Plan is recommended for Pocantico Lake Park to establish and prioritize the
needs of the Park as well as the conduction of a biodiversity study to account for the existing
flora and fauna. 
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• Further study is recommended for access and parking area improvements  and/or the
creation of additional areas. 

• The stone pump house and the river spillway/dam are in poor condition but have
potential for rehabilitation and reuse. 

• Adjacent to the park and its trail system are private equestrian riding facilities offering
a potential for an operational inter-relationship between the private concessioner and
County Parks.  The User Survey indicated that equestrian riding is an emerging trend
within Westchester County and should be promoted. 

• Additional issues in Pocantico Lake Park include the suggestion to maintain this Park
as a conservation tract and limit future active development as well as the unlawful
hunting currently occurring within the park.

b. Central County

Bronx River Parkway Reservation
All components of the Bronx River Parkway Reservation, including the landscape, bridges,
roadway, river, pathway, County Center, etc. are listed on the National Register of Historic
Places for 10 miles within the Reservations Westchester length from the split with the Spain
Brook Parkway to Kensico Dam.  As such, it should be safeguarded as a valuable resource
within the County. The primary issue to be addressed is the importance of maintaining the
balance between the Parkway’s transportation function and the AASHTO/ DOT standards
associated with them and the preservation of the historic character of the surrounding
Reservation landscape.

• The Reservation has been given a priority recommendation for the preparation of a
Phase II Master Plan as well as a biodiversity study. 

• As part of the effort to provide linkages throughout the County Parks system, the
bikeway system that travels the route of the Bronx River Parkway Reservation should
be extended.  There are several portions of the paved pathway requiring rehabilitation
and additional connections to the neighborhood trailways that would also be provided
as part of this effort. 

• Achieve a balance between use as a transportation corridor and a historic parkway and
parkland.  Considerations should be given to the study of the reintroduction of more
historically appropriate roadway appurtenances, such as light poles and guide rails, that
befit the original design vocabulary of the nations first parkway.
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• Because of the variety of uses that surround Reservation lands, additional plantings on
the park’s edge would provide screening and noise barriers, shielding this resource from
other uses.  Locating style appropriate site furnishings such as benches for through
travelers or bikers would contribute to more diverse uses. 

• Illegal dumping occurs throughout the Reservation and efforts should be made to
police and limit such activities.  

• Two gas station buildings located on the parkway have been identified to have high
potential for re-use.   These important structures are part of the National Register
Listing and must be treated carefully.  Possible uses include an information booth for
distributing pamphlets on parks, programs, facilities and events; an equipment rental
facility (hiking, biking, camping activities); or a small concessions stand.   All of these
potential uses should be investigated as part of the Master Plan process and appropriate
recommendations made.

• The property maps must be updated for the Comprehensive Corridor Management
Plan recommended by Westchester County Planning.

• The Bronx River Parkway Reservation Comprehensive Corridor Management Plan is
in progress and will implement some of these recommendations.

Kensico Dam Plaza
Kensico Dam Plaza is located at the northern terminus of the Bronx River Parkway
Reservation and is a significant contributing component of the Reservations’ National Register
Listing. The plaza provides space for a variety of activities and programs and has been
recommended for priority preparation of a Phase II Master Plan.  Kensico Dam Plaza offers
reflecting pools as well as a series of paved loop pathways for more active uses such as in-line
skating and biking.   Due to the diversity of activities and the fact that Kensico Dam is the site
for many large scale County events, a plan is recommended to utilize this area in conjunction
with the Bronx River Parkway Reservation.  This plan would lay out the future of the
Reservation and the Plaza over the next twenty years,  assess the potential for high activity
during certain times and for more passive uses during others.  The recommendations would
limit some activities and promote others. 

Current park issues include:

• The Westchester County Health Department has recommended the installation of a
concrete water tank to improve the potable water system.   This has been included in
the Parks Capital Program.  

• The three fountains and cascades in the reflecting pool require waterproofing.  A
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request has been prepared for the Capital Program as well.

• A large population of Canada Geese have also created some problems within this park
and alternative preventive measures should be contemplated.

• One half of the colonnade structure located on top of the dam is the property of the
WCPRC and is in need of rehabilitation.

Kensico Dam Plaza Park also offers the potential for increasing revenue generators within the
Park.  Currently, a concessions area, park office and restrooms are located in a small building
built in 1985.  This park center building could be expanded to offer rental equipment for hiking,
biking or in-line skating, and model boats could be rented for use on the reflecting pond.  The
building could also serve as an information/tourist booth distributing pamphlets on other parks
and County sponsored events.

c. South County

Sprain Ridge Park
Sprain Ridge Park offers a popular pool with separate water features and sundeck as well as
acres of woods in their natural state.  It is likely that the majority of the park will and should
remain natural and undeveloped.  A biodiversity study of Sprain Ridge Park should be prepared
to account for the existing flora and fauna.  However, the park has potential for upgrading its
current assets.  As such, Sprain Ridge Park has been noted on the secondary list of parks for
which Master Plans will be developed.   Issues concerning this park include the following items:

• In keeping with the effort to provide uninterrupted connections between parks,
possible linkage suggestions for Sprain Ridge Park include adding a trail link to Austin
Avenue to the South County Trail System adjacent to the Saw Mill River Parkway.

• The pool at Sprain Ridge Park is very popular and offers a number of different aquatic
recreational facilities including a diving pool, spray pool, slide and wading pool. 
Possible additions/renovations to the aquatic play area include a new aquatic
playground to replace the wading pool, more shaded and spray areas and expanded the
grass panels around the children’s active pool area for a softer sun bathing area. The
food concession area may also have potential for expansion.

• Sprain Ridge Park is also the potential location of a South County camping facility that
should be further examined in Phase II.

• Other issues within the park are primarily the result of its location along the parkway.
 The limited use of the existing paths and trailways has increased the unauthorized use
of motorcycles and off-road vehicles on trails.   Some of these trails now require
rehabilitation.  Several picnic tables have been stolen from the more remote locations
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and should be replaced.  

Tibbetts Brook Park
Tibbetts Brook Park is one of the oldest formally landscaped parks in the Westchester County
Parks System.  Dedicated and opened in 1927, Tibbetts should be considered a historic
landscape and has potential for National Register listing not only for the landscape and site
plan, but also for several of the built facilities including the historic clubhouse, boat house and
comfort stations.   Tibbetts Brook offers a wide variety of passive and active recreational
opportunities.  The activity lawn is the setting for some of the County’s large ethnic festivals,
programs and events.  There is a very popular pool with teardrop aquatic features, a lake for
fishing and several athletic fields used for a number of different sports.   Also located within
the park is a new 18 hole miniature golf course.  Due to the rich and varied park activities,
Tibbetts Brook has been given priority status for the preparation of a Master Plan.  

Several site planning and rehabilitation design issues affect the park:

• The poorly controlled southern park entry, and park-user parking on the residential
streets to the south, and the need for upgrading of the athletic fields all must be
addressed. 

• Providing transportation from points in South County to Tibbetts Brook Park during
County sponsored events would allow a larger sector of the population to access and,
therefore, participate in County sponsored events and programs.   This issue should be
pursued further during the Phase II Master Plan.

• The underutilized second floor of the bathhouse and terrace may provide a unique
location for a full service restaurant.  The first floor currently houses a number of park
and pool related uses including showers, toilets and on the second floor, police offices.
 The elevator to the second floor is handicapped accessible, and is a consideration when
evaluating the issue of providing a public activity on the second floor.    

• As part of the on-going effort to provide cross County linkages, Tibbetts Brook Park
provides an ideal location for the addition of park trail links to the South County trail
system (using the old Putnam Division right-of-way and the Old Croton Aqueduct).

• Other Park issues include: the poor condition of the tennis courts, minimal vandalism
apparent throughout the park,  pedestrian and vehicular circulation conflicts during
periods of heavy park use,  poor paving surfaces on walkways and old and worn
playgrounds and play equipment requiring rehabilitation. Most of these issues have been
identified and are included in the current Capital Program.
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• Other planned park improvements awaiting funding include adding picnic areas,
dredging and rebuilding the boating lake for paddle boats, augmenting screening
between the south end of the park and the residential neighborhood.  All of these
issues and elements will be examined in the Phase II Master Plan process. 

V.E. Macy Park
A well-defined improvement plan in V.E. Macy Park proposes numerous improvements and
outlines the potential for adaptive re-use of the former Cantina Restaurant structure.  Within
V.E. Macy parks lies picturesque Woodlands Lake that could provide boating, fishing, ice
skating in the winter and year-round nature study.  In addition, as the South County Trailway
continues to link parks throughout the Westchester County Parks System, V.E. Macy will
become an important access point to the Trailway.  As a result, parking areas should be
developed within the park for users of the Trailway, bicycle riders, in line skaters, walkers and
joggers.  Additional picnic areas should be added including paved terraces for family picnics
(along lake), grouped picnic areas, and individual picnic tables throughout the park.  Other area
uses could include additional access points to nature/hiking trails around the lake, general
passive recreation and a playground for children.

• The Main Building has many possible uses which could be adjusted seasonally. Summer
activities could include boat rentals (canoes, kayaking, paddle boats, row boats), a cafe
and/or snack shop, bicycle and in line skate rentals with lessons/learning center, 
fishing gear rentals, and bait and tackle sales. Winter uses could include a railroad
display, historical display, ice skate rentals and bathrooms or changing areas for ice
skating.

• Also within the park is a small structure (former gas station), which has potential for
use as a public information building with a public telephone.  During the summer,
seasons, the building could serve as a tourist/information booth distributing fliers and
information on parks and other County events (staffed by volunteers on weekends,
only). 

• The South County Trailway should be completed by the fall of 1998.   The completion
of the Trailway, lake dredging and concessions area should all be coordinated so that
the new activity center can open with all other activities in place. Westchester County
must promote the new facility as an outdoor recreation center with an emphasis on
“family recreation”.  In addition, the County should attempt to organize special events
at the former Cantina restaurant to draw attention to its new use.  These activities could
include bike-a-thons, concerts in the park, fishing competitions and family fair (kids
day) events.

• Turning this site into an expanded and improved South County recreation area will
require demolishing the east wing (addition) of the Cantina, repaving the access road
and parking area, creating picnic terrace and group picnic areas, dredging Woodlands
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Lake, renovating Woodlands Lake Dam and Bridge, and associated site work.  A
number of possible funding sources can be explored.  These include ISTEA (for bridge
repair), the New York State Clean Water Bond Act (for lake dredging and dam repair
work), Member Item Funding.

• Finally, the picnic area to the east of the New York State Thruway has flooding,
circulation and organization problems.  

Willson’s Woods Park
Willson’s Woods Park is one of the oldest parks in the system.  It should, therefore, be
considered for National Register listing.   The park offers a large pool and a limited trail system
throughout that could be extended and connected to Twin Lakes and Saxon Woods via the
Hutchinson River Parkway corridor.   One of the most substantial issues affecting the Park is
the unfortunate location of a local road  providing access to a private office complex through
the middle of the park.  This bisecting road physically divides the different features of the park.
 This access issue coupled with the independent nature of each of the above facilities creates
a substantial need to integrate them.  The resolution of this access issue as well as a possible
pedestrian connection to Metro-North railroad could serve to attract more people to a more
united park, thereby increasing its use dramatically. 
• Present plans for the park include rebuilding the pool into a series of smaller pools. 

The project will involve keeping the existing bathhouse and renovating the locker area;
 demolishing the pool and filter room; and replacing it with a zero-depth entry pool,
a lap pool, relaxing pool, and children’s aquatic area.  A new filter room and system
would be part of this project, as well as an upgraded concession facility and an
expanded parking area.  These improvements are included in the current Capital
Program.

• Proposed site improvements include integrating all these park facilities to provide more
unity throughout, particularly between the pools and playground area; screening the
lake from the Parkway; expanding the security fence around the future or existing pool
so as to provide additional shaded lawn areas; and, if the pool is not replaced, upgrading
and repairing its systems, coping and decking.  

• The open porch area located above the bathhouse has potential for adaptive reuse.

2. Park Specific Findings

The following section details recommendations for specific improvements and studies for each park
in the Westchester County Parks system from which the Phase I priority list of improvements was
developed.  The parks are separated geographically into North, Central and South County.  The
recommendations are based on visits to each park by members of the consultant team,
recommendations from park managers and municipal/town parks commissioners, public input at
various meetings and general information accumulated from the Parks User Survey.   For the parks with
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no specific recommendations from these sources, Westchester County Parks Department should
establish policy as to their future development and/or preservation approach.

The recommendations are categorized as follows:

a. Rehabilitation
i. Building: These recommendations deal with specific building or structural

improvements, proposed upgrades to building related facilities, such as electrical
facilities, and proposed relocation or re-use potential for existing but vacant
structures.

ii. Site: This section identifies site improvements such as paving, planting, signage
and access issues.

b. Operations and Maintenance
These issues were identified from park manager interviews, and assorted public input
and primarily deal with safety issues and operations issues such as prohibiting and/or
limiting particular uses from more passive parks. 

c. New Facilities
These recommendations focus on identifying additional facilities such as picnic
structures, Nature Centers, concession areas, greenhouses and boat launches.  These
proposed facilities would augment existing facilities and activities within the parks that
have proven popular and are often profitable. 

d. Conservation and Stewardship
These issues tend to focus primarily on continued protection of sensitive ecosystems,
preservation,  maintaining present use levels, maintaining existing infrastructure and
sometimes decreasing more active uses within passive parks. 

e. Programs
Recommendations for particular programs were generated from public and user survey
input and consultant review of programs that are particularly popular among County
residents.   In addition, the consultant team reviewed growing recreational trends to
identify which programs are likely to continue to grow in popularity.  Program
recommendations cover a wide range of activities including: “Museum of Nature”,
fishing and environmental seminars, research centers and improved marketing of
existing Parks facilities.

f. Other
This category identifies proposed uses that will require further study to determine their
feasibility.  These recommendations generally include studying re-use potential for
particular structures and facilities. 
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The following represents the consultant’s recommendations for specific improvements on a  park by
park basis.  It is assumed that in later phases of this study, priority will be assigned to specific
improvements based on further review by the residents and the representatives of the Westchester
County Parks System and County Legislature.

a. North County

John E. Hand Park at Bald Mountain
• Access

- Create parking area
• Conservation

- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Control hunting within the Park
- Control unauthorized use after dark

• Programs
- Promote hiking within the Park

Blue Mountain Reservation
• Access

- Resurface parking lot and roadways
• Conservation

- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Recommend a Master Plan
- Limit hunting within the Reservation
- Institute a geese control program at the swimming lake
- Limit motor biking on trails
- Limit miscellaneous dumping at edges the park

• Rehabilitation
- Replace existing chain link fence with split rail fence at bathing beach
- Replace bollards at entrance
- Reseed soccer fields
- Build new roof for the Bathhouse

Blue Mountain Sportsmen’s Center
• Conservation

- Recommend lead remediation study
• Rehabilitation

- Upgrade ranges
- Relocate Large Bore Rifle Range Structure
- Develop protocol for lead recovery system

Briarcliff Peekskill Trailway
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• Conservation
- Improve and maintain trails throughout

• Programs
- Improve public awareness of this facility as link to other parks & open spaces

• Rehabilitation
- Upgrade bridges
- Improve trail blazing

Croton Gorge Park
• Access

- Repave entrance road and parking lots
- Provide additional directional and informational signage on pathways
- Provide history of Dam and Croton Watershed and a tie-in to the Croton Aqueduct
- Acquire the private residence for reuse as a park residence or nature center
- Improve access to river

• Conservation
- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Promote passive recreation

• Programs
- Promote marketing initiative of Parks programs and facilities

• Rehabilitation
- Upgrade existing play structure
- Expand existing picnic area
- Rehabilitate the Lower Barn and greenhouse
- Rehabilitate comfort station

• New Facilities
- Examine the possibility of developing non-dedicated 20-acres of property (Stokes Green) for
possible use as a conference/meeting center, weekend retreat, environmental study center, etc.
- Reroute Briarcliff Peekskill Trail from over the Dam along the road to through Former Stokes
Green parcel.

Croton Point Park
• Access

-Improve signage within the Park regarding information and historic equestrian signs
- Upgrade park entrance
- Improve pedestrian circulation by adding loop trails and trails to points of interest
- Upgrade parking area

• Programs
-Provide interpretive exhibits of wine cellars and natural resources

• Rehabilitation
- Upgrade electrical distribution to festival area
- Upgrade cabins at Teller’s Point, Senasqua Hall, beach area, drainage facility, ball fields
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- Restore pool
- Stabilize and appropriately restore wine cellars and other 19th century brick elements
- Rehabilitate existing comfort stations

• New Facilities
- Implement existing Master Plan
- Build a new picnic pavilion at Enoch’s Nose
- Provide new comfort stations and picnic facilities for 400-500 people
- Build new bathhouse and pool house
- Build new building for offices

George’s Island Park
• Access

- Provide additional signage within the park
• Conservation

- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Regulate jet-ski use at the boat launch area

• New Facilities
- Create a reserved picnic area at the former Gluck residence
- Provide additional picnic tables and areas

Kitchawan Preserve
• Access

- Upgrade entrance road and parking area
• Conservation

- Recommend a biodiversity study
• Programs

- Improve public awareness of this facility

Lasdon Park & Arboretum
• Access

- Improve entrance road
- Provide ADA accessibility
- Create path/bridge link to Muscoot Farm

• Conservation
- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Enhance and expand gardens
- Protect the adjacent watershed

• Programs
- Develop park as “museum of nature”
- Develop new revenue-generating uses for Main House such as a meeting center, location for
special events, food service, etc.
- Develop a tree research center
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- Develop horticultural facility
• Rehabilitation

- Upgrade electrical facilities
- Construct new roof for main and pump houses
- Relocate maintenance facilities

• New Facilities
- Construct new greenhouse
- Create multi-purpose area and amphitheatre
- Create new gardens

Merestead (Patterson Estate)
• Access

- Provide public access to this currently private facility - when appropriate
• Conservation

- Create a use-plan
- Prepare an inventory of the object collections

• Rehabilitation
- Prepare a historic structures report on condition

Mohansic Park and Golf Course
• Access

- Encourage use of woods for hiking, cross-country skiing and nature study
• Conservation

- Limit hunting in woods at golf course
• Rehabilitation

- Continue on-going rehabilitation of the existing course
• New Facilities

- Blaze hiking trails
- Create new cart paths
- Possibly expand of golf course

Mountain Lakes Park
• Access

- Provide improved park entrance
• Conservation

- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Recommend a Master Plan
- Limit bicycle use on foot paths

• Programs
 - Study potential for new programs within the mess hall and other buildings

• Rehabilitation
- Upgrade water supply system
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- Provide adequate lightening protection system
- Upgrade cabins and dining facility for summer rentals to families and miscellaneous
organizations.

Muscoot Farm
• Access

- Create path and/or bridge link to Lasdon Park
- Improve ADA accessibility for the entire site and buildings

• Conservation
- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Preserve back fields
- Preserve existing farm buildings

• Rehabilitation
- Upgrade several farm structures
- Restore horse barn, milk house, main barn, roofs of the main house, activities building,
reception center, ice house

Oscawana Island Park - Needs policy/vision statement

Paradise Island - Needs policy/vision statement

Pocantico Lakes Park
• Access

- Create parking areas
• Conservation

- Maintain property as conservation tract
- Limit hunting within the Park
- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Recommend Master Plan

• Programs
- Develop nature study program
- Remove manager’s house, steel tank and other deteriorating out buildings
- Determine re-use and revenue generating potential for former pump house
- Develop relationship with adjacent private equestrian riding facilities and determine potential
revenue generating opportunities

Wampus Pond Park
• Access

- Upgrade existing parking lot
• Conservation

- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Develop a hiking trail around the entire pond
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• Programs
- Develop fishing, educational and environmental programs

• Rehabilitation
- Upgrade existing boat rental shelter

• New Facilities
- Build new boat launch on Wampus Pond, and comfort station

Ward Pound Ridge Reservation
• Access

- Resurface park roads (especially at entrance area)
- Upgrade site at entrance road

• Conservation
- Limit mountain biking and motorcycle use on internal park paths
- Limit hunting within the Reservation

• Rehabilitation
- Rehabilitate Park maintenance garage and park office
- Rehabilitate old concession building into an office and visitor’s center

• New Facilities
- Build a roofed pavilion and an additional comfort station
- Provide an additional water source at Michigan Road

b. Central County

Bronx River Parkway Reservation/Governor Malcolm Wilson Park
• Access

- Extend pathway system
- Provide additional connections to neighborhood trails

• Conservation
- Recommend a biodiversity study
- Recommend a Master Plan and Comprehensive Corridor Management Study
- Maintain balance between parkway landscape, character and the needs of the pedestrian
- Maintain balance between transportation issues with park and historic park issues
- Limit dumping throughout the Reservation
- Provide additional plant screening from surrounding uses

• Rehabilitation
- Research re-use possibilities for two gas station buildings in Yonkers for revenue generating
uses such as private concessions (rental of hiking and biking equipment)
- Upgrade deteriorating pathway
- Provide additional site furnishings
- Rehabilitate ponds throughout river
- Stabilize river banks in various locations


